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DEADLY 


THE BATTLE OF CRETE WAS WAR AT IFS MOST 
yj PRIMITIVE. A FIGHT FOR SURVIVAL WITH NO 
% HOLDS BARRED, NO QUARTER GIVEN. AGAINST 
“ ITS BACKGROUND, FOUR MEN FOUGHT OUT 


€| THEIR OWN PRIVATE WAR — A WAR OF HATE. 
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j THE CRISIS FOR OUR TROOPS ON CRETE CAME WHEN 
THE GERMANS, THROWING IN THE WHOLE OF GENERAL 

} STUDENT’S PARACHUTE DIVISION, OVERWHELMED THE 

| NEW ZEALANDERS HOLDING THE MALEME AIRFIELD... 


y 
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HE BATTLE WAS ALREADY LOST WHEN FLYING OFFICER TEMPERLEY, 


EAUFIGHTERS TO ALEXANDRIA, HAD A SUDDEN IMPULSIVE IDEA 


HEY, JIM, HOW 
ABOUT SEEING HOW 
OUR BOYS ARE GETTING 
Y/, . ON IN CRETE? BY ALL 
A ACCOUNTS, THEY COULD 
DO WITH SOME AIR 
SUPPORT. 


FERRYING ONE OF THE NEW 


: WHY NOT, | 
SKIPPER ? WE CAN if 
‘ACCIDENTALLY’ Lp 


LOSE OUR WAY, yn 
CAN'T WE ? 


VE GOT 
EIGHTY-EIGHTS ! 


SKIPPER! BIG 
TROUBLE ! THERE ARE THREE 


WE’ 
PLENTY OF FUEL IN 


THE TANKS, SO WE OUGHT 


STICK AROUND 
TOO LONG ! 


JERRIES ON OUR TAIL ! 
JU. 


TO MAKE ALEX EASILY 
ENOUGH IF WE DON'T 
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} BUT THINGS DID NOT WORK OUT QUITE LIKE THAT. 


TEMPERLEY BROUGHT THE BEAU AROUND IN A TIGHT TURN TO MEET THE ENEMY. 
THE BEAU’S TREMENDOUS FIRE-POWER HAMMERED A JUNKERS TO DESTRUCTION ...| . 


BINGO | 


[TEMPERLEY SWIFTLY TRANSFERRED HIS AIM TO A SECOND | 
88 AND IT SUFFERED THE SAME FATE AS THE FIRST... 


REG THAT’S GIVEN ff 
| —~ A= ~~ S THEM SOMETHING To 


THINK ABOUT ! _ggamnll 


BUT THE THIRD JU-88, MEANWHILE, HAD GOT INTO BUT NO REPLY CAME FROM JIM LANE, THE i 
A GOOD ATTACKING POSITION. ITS BULLETS NAVIGATOR . «. ae 


HAVE TO BALE 
OUT, OLD BOY. 


} 
Y I” CAN'T JUST BALE} 
A OUT! LL HAVE 
TO MAKE A FORCED 


LANDING — BUT 
WHERE ? 


THERE'S A FLAT 
BIT ~ NOT MUCH OF 
IT, BUT | CAN'T 
% HOPE FOR ANYTHING 
BETTER! 
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WHEN TEMPERLEY CAME TO, HE WAS LYING ON A LEDGE, 
| TWENTY FEET BELOW THE ONE ON WHICH HIS PLANE HAD CRASHED. 
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| HE CRAWLED ACROSS TO THE CRUMPLED HE LOOKED UP AT THE WRECKAGE AND FELT A 
FIGURE OF JIM LANE. BUT ONE GLANCE STAB OF DEEP MISGIVING. THE BEAUFIGHTER WAS 
| WAS ENOUGH... FITTED WITH A NEW NIGHT-FIRING GUN-SIGHT, AND 
“a POOR } THE-LATEST RADAR. 


OLD JIM! Bee 1-1! MUST 
7 OB GET UP THERE AND 
DESTROY THE NEW 
EQUIPMENT | 
{MUST ! 
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! CAN'T DO 
IT! ULL HAVE 
TO GET DOWN TO ; 
® WHERE THE FIGHTING }f 
1S AND GET SOME f 
y OF OUR CHAPS... 
tp 


YY; 


(BECAUSE THE ROUTE WAS ALL DOWNHILL HE WAS ABLE 
| FAIRLY GOOD TIME, EVEN THOUGH HE WAS LIMPING BADLY. _ 


WHAT A 
MESS! IF ONLY 
WE HADN’T DIVERTED 
FROM OUR COURSE 
TO ALEX 2.4 


(ALREADY THE EVACUATION OF CRETE WAS IN FULL SWING. NEAR THE COAST, A THIN LINE OF 
BRITISH, NEW. ZEALAND AND AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY WERE HOLDING BACK THE GERMANS WHILE 
| THE NAVY CAME IN TO PICK UP THE MAIN BODY... aes 
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THE REMNANTS OF TWO BRITISH PLATOONS WERE HOLDING ONE OF THE RAVINES THAT LED TOTHE | 
| BEACH. WITH ALL THE COMPANY OFFICERS CASUALTIES, SERGEANT JOE MARGRAVE WAS IN COMMAND. | 
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7” STICK IT 
OUT ALITTLE 
M LONGER, LADS. 


IN A LULL IN THE FIGHTING, A WOUNDED 
STAFF CAPTAIN REACHED MARGRAVE... 


| (THE LAST LANDING CRAFT AND BOATS WILL 
BE LEAVING SOON, SERGEANT. A HANDFUL 
OF MEN WILL HAVE TO STAY BEHIND TO ACT 
AS COVER. ASK FOR A FEW VOLUNTEERS, 
EW 


WILL YOU ? ; 
VERY GOOD, 
SIR. ILL STAY 
, WITH THEM, OF 
COURSE 


IT MAY BE POSSIBLE 
FOR SMALL PARTIES OF MEN 
TO TAKE TO THE MOUNTAINS 
-AND TO SURVIVE. IT'LL BE TOUGH, 
BUT IT’S EVERY MAN’S DUTY TO 
AVOID CAPTURE FOR AS LONG AS 
POSSIBLE. SO ~ GOOD LUCK |! 


| SERGEANT JOE MARGRAVE TURNED TO THE MEN NEAREST HIM. SOMEONE’ S cot To 
: KEEP THE JERRIES OFF THE 
BACK OF THE LADS AS THEY 
EMBARK, ANY VOLUNTEERS TO 
? 
a 


" 


[EIGHT MEN VOLUNTEERED, BUT FIVE OF THEM WERE WOUNDED. THE THREE UNWOUNDED ONES WERE 


| WOULD HAVE ~ 
TO BE LUMBERED WITH 
THESE THREE ! EACH OF 

"EM HATES ME 

LIKE POISON ! 
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RAFF BLOKE, FROM THE 


Looks aol alli Ay! 


eee THE PLANE'S 
ON A LEDGE DIRECTLY 
ABOVE THE VILLAGE OF 
KYROS, THE EQUIPMENT ON 
BOARD MUST BE DESTROYED || 
BEFORE THE ENEMY CAN 


SO THE PILOT HOBBLED BACK DOWN THE 
RAVINE WHILE SERGEANT MARGRAVE AND 
HIS THREE MEN WAITED FOR THE ATTACK 


IF ANY OF YOU ARE 
GAME TO COME WITH ME, P’LL 


| GUIDE YOU, BUT THERE SHOULD BE NO ’ A KNEW MUST SURELY COME... 


DIFFICULTY IN FINDING IT. 


NO, XOU RE MUCH TOO BADLY —” THEY'LL BE SENDING 
INJURED TO MAKE THE TRIP, SIR. THREE RED FLARES UP FROM 
YOU FIND YOUR WAY BACK TO THE j THE BEACH WHEN THE LAST 
BEACH. WE'LL GET TO THE ; BOATS HAVE LEFT. WE'VE GOT 
BEAUFIGHTER = AND DO WHAT'S ; > TOHOLD OUT TILL THEN | 
GOT TO BE DONE ! : oa i . 


ABOUT TWENTY MINUTES LATER, IN THE FADING LIGHT, GERMAN INFANTRY CAME DOWN THE RAVINE. Y 


THEY WERE PACKED IN THE NARROW CORRIDOR WHEN THE FOUR BRENS OPENED UP... 


TWICE THE GERMANS RALLIED AND TRIED AGAIN, BUT 
| EACH TIME THE STORM OF BULLETS CHECKED THEM. 
~ 
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THEN, JUST AS THE LAST OF THE LIGHT WAS FADING, THE RED FLARES WENT UP FROM THE BEACH. 
: : : S \s aN 


é Tied 
SQW NU 
ae”? oh THATS ITI NO 
— NOW WE SLIP — 
AWAY UP THE HILLSIDE -= 
AND INTO THE 
MOUNTAINS. 
Bp eS 
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"ABANDONED THE HEAVY BREN GUNS, 
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BEYOND THE RIDGE, THEY FOUND AN ABANDONED RATION DUMP. THEY LOADED UP 
WITH AS MUCH BULLY BEEF AND BISCUITS AS THEY COULD CARRY . 


IT MAY BE 
A LONG TIME 
| BEFORE WE GET 
ANOTHER CHANCE 
I\. LIKE THIS... 


[ THEY MOVED ON, BUT WERE FORCED TO HIDE IN A GULL : 
| WHILE A GERMAN PATROL PASSED CLOSE BY .. 


WHEN THE PATROL HAD PASSED, SERGEANT BARGRAYE LOOKED iaitetdaes AT THE THREE MEN.B 


I/ WHY DID YOU THREE VOLUNTEER TO ¥s bs WE ALWAYS 
STAY WITH ME? INEVER RECKONED : 
YOU TO BE THE HEROIC, SELF- YoU GUESS, if Hilde Focer SS 
SACRIFICING TYPES, COME ON, / : YoU ON OUR OWN | 
LET’S HAVE IT |! 


YEAH, JUST 
YOU — AND US 


HOW WE FEEL, 
DON: T vou i 


("HE COULD FEEL THEIR CONCENTRATED HATRED. NN | eT DON’T SCARE EASILY | 
| i WE'VE GOT A JOB TO DO. AFTER 
SO THAT'S IT ! THAT, THERE’LL BE PLENTY OF TIME 
YOU'VE GOT ME ON MY TO TALK ABOUT SETTLING OLD 
ES. NOW ~ GET MOVING ! 


SARGE ? THAT’S AN | 
UGLY WORD. 


PI 


"JUST LET'S SAY 
WE WANT TO STAY WITH 


THAT SOONER OR LATER 
OUR CHANCE TO GET 
EVEN WILL COME ! 


} 
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IF PD HAVE 4 
HEARD | WOULDHAVE 
DONE WHATI COULD. Ze 

BUT HOW COULD ANYONE 
HEAR IN THAT GALE ? J 
ZE 


YOU HEARD 
ALL RIGHT! BUT 
YOU WOULDN'T RISK 
YOUR PRECIOUS NECK ~ 
SERGEANT! 


{AND FROM THAT MOMENT, HATRED, | 
BITTER AND IMPLACABLE, HAD 
SMOULDERED IN COLLINS'S HEART. 


THEN THERE WAS ‘BRISTOW, WHO HAD APPLIED FOR i WHEN HIS APPLICATION WAS TURNED DOW 
} A COMMISSION. THE ADJUTANT HAD ASKED FOR BRISTOW HAD CONFRONTED THE SERGEAN 
| MARGRAVE’S OPINION ON BRISTOW, AND HE HAD 

GIVEN IT HONESTLY. BUT BRISTOW HAD OVERHEARD.| { i KNOW | HAVE 
———— LEADERSHIP. BUT WATCH IT, 


me yourenis f\ YOU FIXED ME, YOU/ Bristow! oR You'LL \ 
} PLATOON SERGEANT, ROTTEN SWINE! | FIND YOURSELF IN 
MARGRAVE. YOU KNOW , f REAL TROUBLE | 
THIS MAN. WHAT 
DO YOU THINK ? 


hearer 
Ie WELL, SIR, 

HE'S KEEN ~ BUT 

TE DON’T THINK HE 

1S OF FICER MATERIAL. 
HE’S NOT DECISIVE 
ENOUGH FOR A 

_ GOOD LEADER. 


FINALLY THERE WAS LINGARD, WHO HAD PANICKED BACK AT DUNKIRK UNDER CONTINUOUS 
Al 


HOLD IT, . 
LINGARD! YouRE @ 
GOING THE WRONG ° 
A WAY, LAD! GET BACK 
INTO THE LINE. 


LX — a 


| LINGARD HAD GONE BACK, BUT AN OFFICER HAD SEEN THE 
H INCIDENT. LINGARD WAS COURT-MARTIALLED AND MARGRAVE 
| HAD BEEN FORCED TO GIVE EVIDENCE. 


IN THE FIRST 
WORLD WAR, MEN WERE 
SHOT FOR LESS THAN 
THIS! YOU WILL 
SERVE SIX MONTHS 
IN DETENTION. 


HIGHER, YOU 


io = 
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LAME-BRAINED, SCRUFFY \ WW '& 
OT OF CRIPPLES! HIGHER! )., @72. | —~ 4 
: HIGHER | oo ONE OF THESE y 
f : DAYS I'LL GET EVEN \/ 
» & WITH MARGRAVE ! _/} 


[THESE WERE THE MEN UPON WHOM THE SERGEANT HAD TO RELY ON MIS VITAL TASK. DOGGEDLY, 
| WE TRIED TO IGNORE THEIR CONCERTED HATRED AS HE LED THEM UP TOWARDS KYROS AND THE 
| WRECKED PLANE... ° : — 


Chapter 2. MOUNTAIN RACE 
I py THIS TIME, HOWEVER, THE GERMANS HAD BEEN ALERTED, BY THE JU-88 THA 
HAD ESCAPED, ABOU THE WRECKED BEAUFIGHTER. 7 


THERE IT 1S! 

THE LUFTWAFFE ARE \@ 
EXTREMELY ANXIOUS TO 

HAVE A LOOK AT ITS 

EQUIPMENT. SEND SOME a 
OF OUR MOUNTAIN TROOPS / 

TO SALVAGE WHAT ~ 
THEY CAN. 


i SO, A STRONG PATROL OF TRAINED GERMAN ALPINE TROOPS WERE HEADING FOR 
THE BEAUFIGHTER FROM THE EAST WHILE SERGEANT MARGRAVE AND = THREE 
SWORN ENEMIES WERE MAKING FOR THE SAME SEOr FROM THE WEST . oo 


[ THE SERGEANT TOOK HIS PARTY AROUND KYROS, WHERE THE GERMANS WERE IN FORCE. 
BUT THE PART OF THE CLIMB THAT STILL LAY BEFORE THEM WAS PLAINLY GOING TO 


"| BE DANGEROUS AND DIFFICULT. i 


Ss a \ WE'LL 


NEVER DO IT! 


vs = WE'RE NOT FLAMING . 
if 2 MOUNTAIN ps. 
ae . GOATS | 


BUT IT SOON BECAME OBVIOUS THAT LINGARD === 
WAS HOPELESS AS A CLIMBER .o~ 
YOU STAY BEHIND 
LINGARD, AND KEEP A 
SHARP LOOKOUT FOR 
GERMANS. IF YOU SPOT 
ANY COMING THIS WAY, 
SHOUT ! RIGHT ? 


> WE'VE GOT 
TO DO IT! NOW GET }} 
MOVING ! 


ie Y | (Pen | 
THE OTHER THREE WENTON-AND | 
THEN, HALFWAY UP, SAM COLLINS i 
MISSED HIS FOOTING ... tll 


mm 
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COLLINS FINISHED UP WITH HIS FEET DANGLING OVER THE ABYSS, HIS HANDS 
CLUTCHING A BUSH THAT THREATENED TO PULL OUT AT ANY MOMENT... 
" me \W 


| COLLINS'S FRANTIC CRY HAD ECHOED FAR AND WIDE IN THE SOUNDING BOARD OF THE NTAINS, 


i AND IT REACHED THE EARS OF THE GERMANS. | : Wt BZ 
: 4, 
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HIMMEL | SOMEONE 
1S ALREADY UP THERE ! 
IT MUST BE ENGLANDERS ! 
THEY TOO MUST BE AFTER 
THE BEAUFIGHTER | 


“oe STOW~1F =< ff 
ANYTHING HAPPENS To \f 
ME YOU CARRY ON AND |} 


DESTROY THE GEAR i 


IT WAS TOUCH AND GO. BUT BY 

| A SUPREME EFFORT, SERGEANT 
MARGRAVE GRABBED COLLINS 
BEFORE HIS STRENGTH GAVE OUT. 


D'YOU STILL THINK 'M THE TYPE WHO 
WOULD HAVE LEFT YOUR BROTHER TO 
DIE, COLLINS, RATHER THAN RISK MY 


OWN NECK ? wy 
ee —— @ 
| ~ | DUNNO I ty 


YOU SAVED ME = AND \.@ps 


{ I'M GRATEFUL. LET'S 
LEAVE IT AT THAT ! 


[ BECAUSE COLLINS HAD THE MOST _ 


MOUNTAINEERING EXPERIENCE, THE 


| SERGEANT CHOSE HIM, SHAKEN THOUGH HE | 
| WAS, TO ACCOMPANY HIM ON THE LAST AND 
MOST DIFFICULT PART OF THE CLIMB. 


BRISTOW, YOU'D 
{ BETTER GO BACK AND 
1 JOIN LINGARD, | THINK. 
KEEP A SHARP 
‘ LOOK-OUT. -. 


T LAST, WITH COLLINS'S HELP, MARGRAVE GOT TO WITHIN A FEW YARDS OF THE WRECKAGE. 


THANKS I PLL 


: Up ef ? ‘ 
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JERRIES | 
= [—~ HEADING THIS 
==, |} DING 


) WA 


ALMOST SIMULTANEOUSLY, THE GERMANS SPOTTED TWO ——~ =, 
FIGURES IN KHAKI NEAR THE BEAUFIGHTER... 
: lly 


THERE THEY ARE ! 4 
OPEN FIRE! GET THEM 
BEFORE THEY CAN 


REACH THE PLANE ! 


ry 


[BY Now BRISTOW HAD SIZED UP THE SITUATION. El 
| HE CALLED OUT COOLLY TO LINGARD... 
i ¥ 


WE'VE GOT TO KEEP THE JERRIES’ HEADS 
DOWN WHILE THE SARGE GETS TO THE PLANE. 


AIMED SHOTS - DON’T WASTE AMMO. IT’LL BE 
JUST LIKE ON THE FIRING RANGE. 


y HECK | THAT'S TORN IT | 
YOU STAY HERE UNDER COVER 
WHILE | WORK MY WAY AROUND 

AND TRY TO REACH THE 
BEAU FROM THE REAR. 


T NEVER OCCURRED TO LINGARD TO QUESTION BRISTOW’S LEADERSHIP AND THEY BOT 
CALMLY GO TO THE GRIM TASK OF PICKING OFF THE ENEMY SOLDIERS. 
a ; ene 


: St Si, 
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WITH THE PRESSURE MOMENTARILY TAKEN OFF HIM, = 
THE SERGEANT WAS ABLE TO REACH THE WRECKAGE .. . > 


x hie bE bey wits i 


he “GG 


| AS HE CLIMBED INTO THE BROKEN FUSELAGE, THE WHOLE PLANE | Oe oy 


TEETERED /z ON THE EDGE OF \ a DROP. ~ 


é A Aw Ps 


FROM HIS POSITION NEARBY, COLLINS SAW THE DANGER. LEAPING FROM | Aly 
, ETS WHINING ABOUT HIM... 4 
AS. Ui \ by 


iy ® 
Dr 


[DESPERATELY HE Saar S\\ SC otC«™ 
GRABBED AT THE TAIL- rE og | 
| PLANE, USING HIS-WEIGHT | @ tg, 
ee LEVER THE FUSELAGE | /fgaep } ae hs 
BACK TO THE = f 

2 ae ss" 


HORIZONTAL... x x Ye 
i ate SZ wa Se Pasa ore 
oe? mS 
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THAT MUST BE 
THE RADAR ! IT’S 
HOW THE PILOT 
DESCRIBED IT | 


p 
. Ry 


NY 
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| ( WiTH SHAKING HANDS HE UNSCREWED THE WING | 
SWEAT TRIC [2 | NUTS HOLDING THE BLACK BOX IN PLACE. | 


Oa", S| cot it! 


GOT TO TAKE IT 5 NOW, THE 
GENTLY | . : GUNSIGHT 00! 


AND COLLINS BUT KNEW THEY WERE SOMEWHERE BEHIND 
THE BEAUFIGHTER. PURPLE WITH RAGE, HE SNAPPED OUT 


CONCENTRATE 
YOUR FIRE ON THE PLANE ! 
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[ALTHOUGH THEY WERE UNDER SNIPING FIRE FROM BRISTOW AND 


LINGARD, THE GERMANS POURED BULLETS INTO THE PLANE. A 


| RICOCHET SMASHED MARGRAVE’S KNEECAP, BRINGING HiM DOWN... 
f —_ ———<—$— 


AWAY. IF YOU'RE LUMBERED. 
WITH ME WE SHALL ALL BE 
CAPTURED. NO SENSE 
IN THAT. LEAVE ME ! 


THE SWINE, YET 
| DON’T LIKE TO LEAVE 
HIM. BUT IT’S THE 
OGICAL THING TO DO — 
AND IT’S HIS ORDER, 
ANYWAY ! 


[SECONDS LATER, A BULLET PIERCED ONE OF THE BEAUFIGHTER’S FUEL TANKS, WHICH EXPLODED 
| AND SCATTERED BLAZING PETROL FOR YARDS AROUND. THE WRECKAGE BEGAN TO BLAZE 


! THE SERGEANT STRUGGLED TO HIS FEET AND | LINGARD STARTED BACK UP THE SLOPE | 
| BEGAN TO HOBBLE TO GET AWAY FROM THE | TOWARDS THE SERGEANT. BULLETS 

| FLAMES. BUT HIS RIGHT LEG WAS USELESS AND}; | | WHIPPED AND SANG AROUND HIM, BUT HE 
}HE STUMBLED AND FELL. GLANCING BACK, 


HE PRESSED ON... [ 
| LINGARD SAW WHAT WAS HAPPENING .. . i 


i | 1) 


HE’LL BE BURNT 
, ALIVE! 


~—. 
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THANKS. ' 
WOULD HAVE BEEN 
+ COOKED IF IT HADN'T 
BEEN FOR YOU ! 


o FUNNY, ISN'T IT ?. 
'M THE MAN YOU HAD 
COURT-MARTIALLED AS A 
COWARD — REMEMBER? z 


i e 

}/ TO DROP THE CHARGE. BUT ONCE YOU i 

|) CAME BEFORE THE COURT I HAD TO “| Pe : 

I\GIVE EVIDENCE. / | Me’ LL MANAGE IT BETWEEN US ~ AND. 

AK SS : IF THERE’S ANY ARGUMENT WE’LL CARRY.* 
YOU. YOU MAY BE A SERGEANT, BUT RIGHT 
NOW THOSE TAPES DON’T COUNT ! 
4 ¢ Wy Yi 


BY THIS TIME, THE GERMANS WERE PUSHING FORWARD AGAIN ... . 


THE ae 
SWINE ARE = 
TRYING TO SLIP , 
AWAY | MOVE 1 Ss mn 


FASTER, YOU - & 
CLODS ! PY, ‘ 
a ee 


HOLD ’EM OFF AND 
CATCH UP WiTH 


YOU LATER. 


THE GERMAN OFFICER WAS THE FIRST TO ROUND THE 
BEND IN THE PATH, AND WAS THE FIRST TO ST ULLET... 


i Yj ; \ : ¥ = 0, > . 


ir [etree 
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ALMOST TOO EASY. 
A SHAME TO TAKE 
THE MONEY ! 


AFTER THAT FIRST RUSH, THERE WAS A LULL. THE MOUNTAIN 
TROOPS SEARCHED FOR AND FOUND A NEW LINE OF 
= . 


JA, HE 

1S DOWN 
THERE ~ ABOUT 
THIRTY METRES 

AWAY ! 


@.\ 


oo s a 4 A 
BUT AS THE GERMAN ROSE _ 

TO HURL THE STICK GRENADE, 
LINGARD SPOTTED HIM. . . 

re 7 “4 
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PPED FROM THE GERMAN’S 
AND DETONATED... x 
a ut Pog @ 
nay a e 
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LINGARD WAITED NO LONGER, BUT HURRIED | WITH BRISTOW BRINGING UP THE REAR, THEY 
| OFF TO CATCH UP WITH THE OTHERS. HALF SUPPORTED, HALF CARRIED THEIR 
SWORN ENEMY, THE SERGEANT, DOWN FROM 
DON’T THINK WE'LL | | THE MOUNTAIN. THEY WERE STILL MANY MILES 
HAVE ANY MORE TROUBLE | FROM THE COAST — AND EVEN IF THEY | 
FROM THAT LOT. HERE, | REACHED IT, THERE WAS NO GUARANTEE 
LET ME GIVE YOU A |_OF EVACUATION. § 
BREAK, BRISTOW... PETS 


Chapter 3. THE BOND 
BELOW KYROS VILLAGE, THEY REACHED A VALLEY WHERE THERE HAD BEEN MUCH FIGHTING. THE] | 
DEAD OF BOTH SIDES LAY THICK UPON THE GROUND. IN THE GATHERING DARKNESS, THEY FOUND 
A STRETCHER AND iT IT IN TURNS TO CARRY MARGRAVE, WHO WAS NOW VERY WEAK. 
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[ DURING ONE OF THEIR RESTS, THE SE LL 
THE PRIVATE TO CHANGE BATTLE-BLOUSES WITH HIM... 


ae Se ee ly oe a 
WHAT'S THE BIG IDEA ? ~f / SOMEONE'S GOT TO “Ye 
YOU'RE ONLY THE SAME LZ y GIVE THE ORDERS NOW 
RANK AS US, BRISTOW ! Si , I'M OUT OF ACTION. IN 


BEST MAN TO DO IT ~ 
SO BELT UP AND DO 
ASHE TELLS YOU. 


FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE HE HAD LOST THERE WAS NO FURTHER ARGUMENT. AMILE OR 
HIS CHANCE OF GOING TO OCTU, BRISTOW TWO FARTHER ON, THEY FELL IN WITH A MIXED 
| FELT GRATEFUL TO THE SERG N PARTY OF ieee NEW ZEALANDERS AND 

j H | AUS TRALIAN Ss E é 


A COVE NEAR 
HERAKLION. THE NAVY IS 
GOING TO TRY TO BE é 
OFF THE COAST THERE 
FOR THE NEXT FEW 
NIGHTS TO PICK UP 
STRAGGLERS. 


WHERE 
ARE YOU BLOKES 
HEADING FOR, 
SARGE ? 


MAYBE HE 
ISN'T SUCH A 
BAD BLOKE, 
AFTER ALL! 


"BUT AN UNPLEASANT-LOOKING BRITISH CORPORAL INTERVENED... | 
(MY NAME'S BURKETT ~ CORPORAL BURKETT ! | 


{HAPPEN TO KNOW THAT THERE ARE GERMANS 
BETWEEN HERE AND HERAKLION. 


SO WHAT? THERE'LL BE 
¢ GERMANS BETWEEN HERE AND 
ALMOST ANY OF THE BEACHES. WE'LL 
JUST HAVE TO GO THROUGH 
THEM OR AROUND THEM. af 


TBURKETT SUBSIDED, BUT LATER, WHEN THEY CAME TO A FORK 
JIN THE ROAD, HE QUESTIONED BRISTOW'S DECISION AGAIN... 
i es a 


Se 
IF WE TAKE THE : —_y 

EAST FORK TO HERAKLION WHAT'S THE 

WE'LL BE WIPED OUT. GOOD OF GOING TO 

1 SAY TAKE THE WEST SPHAKIA IF THERE 

ONE TO SPHAKIA. AREN'T ANY BOATS 

THERE TO TAKE US 

OFF? WE GO TO 
HERAKLION ! 


IT WAS A LONG, ROUGH ROUTE TO HERAKLION, AND 

THEY HAD TO MAKE SEVERAL DETOURS TO AVOID 

GERMAN PATROLS. WHEN DAWN CAME, THEY WERE 
| STILL SEVERAL MILES FROM THE SEA... 


| SERGEANT JOE MARGRAVE, WEAK THOUGH | 
HE WAS FROM LOSS OF BLOOD, HAD LISTENED | 
TO THE EXCHANGE... 


GOOD FOR * 
BRISTOW | HE'S 
MADE THE RIGHT 
DECISION | HE’S A MUCH 
STRONGER CHARACTER THAN 
| THOUGHT ! 


/ KEEP 
QUITE STILL. 
AND KEEP 
YOUR FACES 
DOWN ! 


[ THEY WERE NOT SEEN. AFTER THE PLANES HAD GONE, ——> 
BRISTOW DECIDED TO STAY WHERE THEY WERE UNTIL DARK. > WE CAN'T 
ae ea == Cia RISK MOVING - 
Tee Sg? tn ar mM BY DAYLIGHT. 
: : : Ba Stee «(ONCE THEY SPOT 


US THEY’LL BOMB 
AND MACHINE 
; GUN US TO 
BLAZES. 


/ Here's ‘Wy 
BX SOMETHING 
SY IN THAT. 


THAT LONG, HOT SUMMER'S DAY WAS AN ORDEAL. WHEN, 
AT LAST, IT WAS OVER, BRISTOW LED HIS MEN ON AGAIN... 


eZ 


} THEY HAD NOT GONE FAR, HOWEVER, WHEN THREE ROCKETS 
| SHOT UP FROM THE DARKNESS AHEAD. BRILLIANT FLARES 
FLOATED DOWN, LIGHTING UP THE RAVINE ASIF IT WERE 


WT 


EVEN AS BRISTOWSMEN FLUNG THEMSELVES — «J 
| PRONE, A STORM OF BULLETS SWEPT THE RAV 
fl 3 LEE i Igy 
|’ ff ") 
= Pa ff LZ 
> . Fy er CS . . 
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THE VOICE OF CORPORAL BURKETT ROSE IN A COMPLAINING [arama 
BLEAT ABOVE THE WHIPCRACK OF THE BULLETS... ; 
2 * y Zn hash 
“ SO WHAT : 
DO WE DO 
NOW — SERGEANT ? 
YOU GOT US INTO 
THIS MESS. HOW ARE 
YOU GOING TO 
GET US OUT? 


[NEVER HAD SERGEANT JOE MARGRAVE FELT SO COMPLETELY HELPLES 
BUT HE NEED NOT HAVE WORRIED ABOUT BRISTOW... 


x Ss 


aegenes fees < 


LET’EM 
BLAZE AWAY - 
THEY'RE ONLY WASTING 
AMMUNITION. WE LIE 

DOGGO FOR THE 
TIME BEING, BUT 

IF THEY COME 
OUT AFTER US 

WE CLOBBER 


THAT'S 
THE STUFF 
TO GIVE 'EM, 
~ BRISTOW! 


ENGLANDERS ! 
\ YOUR SITUATION 
\\ iS HOPELESS. WE 


‘ HAVE CUT YOU OFF 
FROM THE SEA. SURRENDER 
NOW, AND YOU WILL 
BE WELL TREATED. 
REFUSE, AND YOU WILL 
BE DESTROYED ! 


SOME OF THE MEN WERE INFLUENCED BY BURKETT’S LOUDLY-VOICED OPINION. 
SS 


WE HAVEN’T 
A HOPE. 


BUT AT ONCE BRISTOW SPRANG TO HIS FEET] | AN OATH BROKE FROM CORPORAL BURKETT, AND| | 
| AND HiS VOICE RANG OUT ALONG THE HE SNARLED AT BRISTOW... 
PRAVINE.. . | we eS zz 


Pe, i (7 AMEDAL- cossess Sena 
CHASER, EH ? Ly , 
pegs GO CHASE YOU TRYING TO BURKETT, YOU 


YOURSELF ig ; 
} PLAY THE HERO, YELLOW RAT! I'M 
! 4 A 
WE RESOT j peeeene | HE SERGEANT? 383 IN COMMAND 
SURRENDERING ! : 


WSSSSY 


PVP? 


SSS 


IS 


7 


SS 
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a 


Po SESS 


YOU CAN 


DO WHAT YOU EE Z : 
LIKE, HERO-. BE Sw Ta YOU'RE NOT, 


BUT I'M ad : ‘ CORPORAL ! 
SURRENDERING! 3 : 


THE CORPORAL BEGAN TO SCRAMBLE OUT OF THE GULLY. BRISTOW PROMPTLY CLAMPED A HAND ON 
HIS SHOULDER AND YANKED HIM BACKWARDS. IT NEEDED ONLY ONE MAN TO START A PANIC... 


[ONE OF THE NEW ZEALANDERS GAVE A GROWL OF 
PPROVAL, AND SEVERAL OF THE OTHERS JOINED IN : 
Wer vow know ees, 
Y ABOUT YOU BLOKES; vat ie 
BUT I'M WITH THE POMMY 


TO DO, 
f SARGE. HE'S GOT P 
> WHAT IT TAKES! . SERGEANT ? 


ETO EEOOELEYIEI AE SM fy 


WE SPLIT FORCES! YOU TAKE 
HALF THE MEN UP ONE SLOPE OF 
THE RAVINE AND I’LL TAKE THE REST UP 
THE OTHER. IF WE DON’T MAKE A SOUND, 
WE STAND A GOOD CHANCE OF SLIPPING 
AROUND THE FLANKS OF THE GERMANS, 
WHO'LL BE EXPECTING US TO 
\_ ADVANCE STRAIGHT UP THE RAVINE BED, 


[BRISTOW AT ONCE HELD A HURRIED CONFERENCE Z 
l WITH THE BIG NEW ZEALANDER ... Bs 


Sy THE TICKET, 
SARGE. IF YOU 
CAN’T BEAT 
‘EM, FOOL 
*EM, EH ? 


| WOUNDED SERGEANT GAVE HIM A QUIET WORD 
OF APPROVAL... 
pus 
BRISTOW, 
YOU'VE GOT 
THE RIGHT 
IDEA, SON | 
1 WAS WELL 
| AND TRULY 
WRONG ABOUT 


| MARGRAVE SEEMED TO BANISH ALL THE MONTHS | 
| OF BITTERNESS FOR BRISTOW. i 


1 ALWAYS 
KNEW | COULD 
SHOW HIM, 
GIVEN HALF 
A CHANCE ! 


HEY STOLE THEIR SEPARATE WAYS UP THE SLOPES OF THE RAVINE — AND AS THEY 
ID SO, BRISTOW HEARD AN OMINOUS SOUND FROM A LITTLE WAY BEHIND THEM... 


Y .ikeMore 
-( JERRIES COMING “ 
© UP THE WAY : 
ag WE CAME. WE'RE NN 
$7 GETTING OUT 


A COMPANY OF GERMAN AIRBORNE TROOPS HAD ENTERED THE RAVINE FROM THE NORTH. THEY 
HAD BEEN HARD ON THE HEELS OF BRISTOW'S MEN AND WERE HOPING TO TRAP THEM. 


—— 
Ss HERE 
COME THE Sy 
ENGLANDERS | = 
THE VERDAMMT : 
FOOLS! 1 GAVE THEM 


THEIR CHANCE TO 
SURRENDER ! 


: . \ é — g Ld od f i Soe = 
(THE GERMANS BARRING THE EXIT TO THE BEACH ; i 
| HEARD THE SCUFFLE OF FEET AND THE oe AND CREAK 
| OF EQUIPMENT AND REACTED ACCORDINGLY . : SSS 


| SPANDAUS AND RIFLES 

| CRASHED OUT IN A DEVIL’S 
| CHORUS — AND THE GERMAN 
| ARBORNE TROOPS WERE 

| MOWN DOWN LIKE CORN. 


aN, 


. 


THE SURVIVORS DIVED FOR COVER AND HURRIEDLY RETURNED THE FIRE.. 


HIMMEL | THERE ARE MORE 


4 OF THESE ENGLANDERS 
Yop THAN WE THOUGHT | THEY 
Y~\_HWAVE ALOT OF FIRE { 


POWER, TOO ! 


a 


Zt 
GLORY BE! oe 
THE JERRIES 
ARE CLOBBERING 
EACH OTHER 


ay 2 
eerie eaueatve 
SLOPES AND WELL ABOVE THE ZONE 
|OF FIRE, HAD A GRANDSTAND VIEW ff 
| OF WHAT WAS HAPPENING. Y) yl Yer ege 
W> Y) ee Byl 
Se 


[FROM JUST OFF-SHORE, A SEARCHLIGHT BEAM SUDDENLY LANCED OUT AND LIT 
TTLE RAGED... 


GooD-0! 
THAT MUST 


_ THAT'S 
GIVING THEM 

SOMETHING TO 
GO ON WITH, 


YOU THEY’D 
BE WAITING 
FOR US! 


Tara THe GERUANS ROUTED, THE EECAFING ALLIED TROOPS REAGHED THE BEACH UNSCATHED 
: YOU DIDN'T z as - - -“ 
GET HERE ANY 
TOO SOON, CHUM ~ 
THE SKIPPER WAS 
JUST ABOUT TO 
PUSH OFF. 


[BLOUSE BACK... 


—— STONE THE CROWS! 

YOU MEAN WE'VE BEEN 

ss TAKING ORDERS FROM 
‘A FLIPPING POMMY, 


RIGHT, LAD! & 
BUT YOU CAN 
TAKE IT FROM ¥ 


IN A QUIET CORNER OF 

} THE CRUISER'S DECK, 

| SERGEANT MARGRAVE'S 
THREE “DEADLY ENEMIES" 
GATHERED ABOUT HIM... 


JUST 
SHOWS HOW 
BLIND You 
CAN BE... 


LY | COULDN'T 
HAVE PULLED OFF 
THAT BEAUFIGHTER JOB 
WITHOUT YOU THREE 
IN FACT, I'D NEVER HAVE 
GOT OUT OF CRETE 
ALIVE. I'D LIKE TO SAY 
“THANKS’ = AND HOPE 


YOU'LL NOW LET 
x sree BE BYGONES, 2 
bey aH YP aN 
ME, SARGE I inl 

WE ADMIT NOW Wy 
WE COULDN'T HAVE 


BEEN MORE WRONG 


“| ABOUT YOU — ISN'T 


THAT RIGHT, 
FELLERS ? 


TT WAS DECEMBER, 1941. THE THREAT OF JAPANESE || 
LANDINGS HUNG LIKE A DARK AND MENACING 


sul J AN 


YES, MAJOR 
SAHIB — IN THE 
f MINEFIELD. NO REPORTS 
OF CONTACT. WITH THE 
ENEMY YET. | AM SENDING 
THE RESERVE PLATOON 
TO THE AREA.. 


THAT REPORT PASSED DOWN THE SHAKY LINE OF COMMUNICATION TO SINGAPORE AND WAS RELAYED TO 
ADMIRAL SIR TOM PHILLIPS ABOARD BRITAIN NEWEST BATTLESHIP, THE PRINCE OF WALE 


THAT'S TWO HUNDRED 
MILES SOUTH OF THE 
LAST JAPANESE 
LANDING, SIR. 


ADMIRAL PHILLIPS WAS COMMANDING Z FORCE ~ THE BATTLESHIPS 
[PRINCE OF ACES AND REPULSE, PLUS FOUR ESCORTING DESTROYERS . 
— 


JAPANESE CUT THE 
ROAD FROM KUANTAN, 
ALL GENERAL PERCIVAL’S 
FORCES IN NORTHERN 
MALAYA WILL BE WHAT- 
ISOLATED. ABOUT AIR 


EVEN THE MIGHTIEST OF WARSHIPS C $0 Z FORCE CHANGED COURSE FOR KUANTAN. # 
VULNERABLE TO A WELL-PLACED TO | | AT DAWN ON 10TH DECEMBER, JAPANESE 
AERIAL BOMB. AIRCRAFT BEGAN AN INTENSIVE SEARCH FOR 
i a THE BRITISH SHIPS. __ 
<A 


NO SIGN S 
7-OF THEM. THIS ¥ 
1S THE LIMIT OF 
OUR RANGE. WE 
MUST TURN 
BACK... 


7” THE FIGHTERS 
FROK SINGAPORE _\ 
# SHOULD BE CAPABLE |g 
OF PROVIDING COVER. Al 
KUANTAN IS WITHIN J 
THEIR RANGE. 


FAST STEAMING BROUGHT FORCE Z OFF 
KUANTAN AT 0800 HOURS THAT MORNING. A 
WALRUS FLYING BOAT WAS CATAPULTED OFF 


TO RECONNOITRE ... 


IT COULD FIND NO SIGN OF UNUSUAL ZZ 
ACTIVITY ~ AND THE DESTROYER EXPRESS, 
WHICH ENTERED THE HARBOUR, CONFIRMED 


THIS... 


‘MESSAGE READS 

‘ALL'S AS QUIET 

AS A WET SUNDAY 
\ AFTERNOON’. 


SIGHTED TWO 
ENEMY BATTLESHIPS 
SEVENTY NAUTICAL MILES 
SOUTH-EAST KUANTAN, 
COURSE SOUTH-EAST... 


DP 2s 
2 
THEN THE FIRST TORPEDO-BOMBERS CANE IN 
LIKE HOUNDS EAGER FOR THE KILL... : 

b 1% 


AT 11.30, NINE TWIN-ENGINED BOMBERS APPEARED, ; us 08 
FLYING HIGH AND IN GOOD FORMATION. THE Pin 

BOMBS BEGAN TO FALL... ; 2 
gs S ” 4 4 i : ° ae E 


THE BOMBING WAS VERY ACCURATE, BUT 
[THERE WAS ONLY ONE HIT ~ ON THE REPULSE. 


TWO STRUCK HER TOWARDS THE STERN. HER 


PROPELLER SHAFTS STOPPED, HER STEERING Fa G 
: a = 


iy = THE FLAGSHIP 
BQ SIGNALS ‘NOT UNDER 
= CONTROL’, SIR. 


WHERE THE 
DEVIL’S OUR AIR 


j COVER? WHAT MESSAGES Je, 


ABOUT THE ATTACK 
HAVE BEEN SENT 
TO SINGAPORE ? 


x 


| BY SOME SINCE U D ERRO 
THE R.A.F. HAD NOT BEEN ALERTED 


THIS HAD SCARCELY BEEN RECTIFIED WHEN Be) | REPULSE MET THE TORPEDO TRACKS HEAD 
JAPANESE BOMBERS AND TORPEDO CARRIERS ON ~ AND SURVIVED. . . 9 a? 
ATTACKED AGAIN... oe yy % 


BY GLORY! 
THAT WAS 
CLOSE ! 


HIT WAS NOW 12.20. NINE MORE ENEMY AIRCRAFT CAME IN LOW TOWARDS 
f HE STATIONARY PRINCE OF WALES BUT THREE BROKE AWAY Crd 


COME 
ROUND TO MEET 


BUT EVEN AS SHE DID SO, THREE MORE OF THE ORIGINAL NINE TURNED TOWARDS REPULSE . . 


AIRCRAFT, PORT 


QUARTER... 


SKILFULLY THOUGH HE MIGHT MANOEUVRE, | MORE TORPEDOES SANK LIKE DEADLY fi 


CAPTAIN TENNANT COULD NOT AVOID BOTH DARTS INTO THE WOUNDED GIANT. 
ATTACKS AT THE SAME TIME... REPULSE BEGAN TO TURN OVER. 


T THE Sk \ roe 
| i ABANDON = ag 
<> SHIP! ABANDON 


THE BATTLESHIPS’ ESCORT BEGAN TO PICK UP WHEN ELEVEN BREWSTER BUFFALOES FROM 
SURVIVORS AND THE FLIGHT LEADER OF THE pg SINGAPORE REACHED THE SCENE, THE PRINCE 
JAPANESE PLANES SIGNALLED IN ENGLISH... fal | OF WALES WAS FOLLOWING THE REPULSE TO 
sae HER WATERY GRAVE AND THE JAPANESE 
: WERE DISAPPEARING OVER THE HORIZON. 


AIRCRAFT 
SIGNALS, SIR — aa 
"WE HAVE COMPLETED 
OUR TASK. YOU MAY 


"COME ON, SN : 
WATE.» CARRY ON’, 


| NEXT DAY, A PLANE OF THE JAPANESE AIR FORCE 

| DROPPED A LARGE BOUQUET OF FLOWERS OVER 

| THE SEA IN HONOUR OF THE NEAR-THOUSAND MEN 
WHO HAD DIED. 
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